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REASONS. 


For EreQting 


Publick UUozk- Houſeg| 
In every COUNTY, : 


For the ſpeedy promoting of [:dzſtry and the Wooller Manu-. 
faFo "evi how cy ret the Nation may be en- - 
4” 4 d, many ala thouſand pounds per. Aunum. And. x 
alſo that many Thouſand perſons may be ſo Reformed, to * 
their own and the whole Kingdoms preſentand future Wealth : 
and Glory, that there may no more be a Begger bred L in 
the Nation. : 
Humbly offered to the Conſideration of the Great Wiſom of. T 
the Nation, and preſented to the Honourable 
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To which is added* A Model of rovernment for ſuch Works Houſa / 4 
prepared by the ſame Author, and Printed in the year (79) intende Sy 
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To the Right Honourable 


Sir PATIENCE WARD, Kant. 


Loid MAYOR of 


| LO N DB as 


My Lord, 


Hough the enſuing Reaſons, by the Nature of the Thing, 
are addreſſed to the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 
whereof you are ſo valuable a Member, It being that | 
Great Council, whoſe United Votes can alone promote 

with Effe&, what is herein humbly offered. Tet, my Lord, byrea- 
ſon this Work is of very great Import,and (as in all ſuch Caſes) re- 
quires the more time to demonſtrate the Value, Vſefulneſs, Neceſ= 
ſity and Feaſeableneſs thereof, or otherwiſe is apt to be negleFed 
or thrown by; Therefore I have taken the boldneſs to Dedicatethe | 
ſame in particular to your Honour, as a moſt proper Advocate and 
Patron, humbly intreating, that as you are a known Publick. Spi- 
rited Promoter and Encourager of all things tending to the Weal, 
Safety and Hf of the King and Kingdom, ſo your Honour 
would be pleaſed to recommend theſe Reaſons and the Matter Pro-| 
poſed, to that Honourable Houſe, and to improve your Intereſt to 
have the ſame read before them, If rj your Peruſal, your Honour| 
ſhall find them worthy of ſuch your Countenance and Approbation 31 
wherein I hope you will do your King,City and Country no inconſ#-| 
derable Service, as well as a very great Honour to, 1 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt 


oY Humble Servant, 


Richar d ine 
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j England's Weal and Proſperity Propoſed: Or. 
| Realons for the EreGing Publick Work- 
Houſes i every Connty, &C. 


li Hi; as our Wool is the main Support of that 


_——_— 


Trade which maintains and encreafes the Wealth, 

Strength and Glory of the Ezeliſh Nation ; therefore, 
| of all Commodities of our own Growth, this ought 
|to be moſt carefully maintained and encouraged in that way 
[it is THUS SERVICEABLE, which conſiſts not in the Ex- 
portation of unwrought Wool], nor'in the Conſumption of 
| our Woollen- Draperies at Home; but in the Exportations 
of, and quick Markets for our Woollen-Draperies abroad, 
as faſt as they can bemade and ſpared at home; That this may 
be done, and that for the doing thereof, -Publick Work-Hou- 
'fes to be Erected in every County, will be a moſt certain and 
effeftual Expedient. Theſe following Reaſons are prepared 
for the Satisfaftion of all concern therein. : 
Fg Reaſon |. 

Becaufe ſuch Work-Houſes (are no New Project, but) have. 
already in Fa&t proved the beft Expedients to bring all. 
Fdle; poor People, Beggars,  Vagrants, &*c. into ſuch.a Habit. 
of Induſtry, that there 1s-not a Beggar, ec. bred up, or ſuffer- 
cd in thoſe Countries where ſuch-Houſes are Erected and well- 
governed, 


Reaſon 1I. 

| Becauſe, without ſuch Houſes, in'which ſuch poor, and now 

idle People may be kept to Labour under good Government, 
t is altogether improbable to convert them to ſuch Habit of 
Induſtry, and keep them employed in ſuch profitable Manu- 

factures, by which the Trade, Wealth and Safety of the 


[ ingdom may be promoted. 
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| Reaſon IT. : 
Becauſe, as by theſe Expedients, there may not be any 

Beggars in the Nation, ſo ſhall.not they, or any poor People 

have occaſion to complain for want of an honeſt Employment, 

Food, Raiment, or H abitation. 

Reaſon IV. 

Becauſe, by theſe Expedients, an Hundred or two Hun- 
dred Thouſand People may be ſuddainly converted, to their 
own, and the Nations preſent and future Happineſs 3 and as 
it hath been the fatal Practice of this Nation, to breed up 30 
or 40000 perſons every Year to be maintain'd for Begging, &c. 
So by theſe Expedients, they may breed up every Year ſuc- 
ceſlively 3o or 40000 ingenious Cloth-makers, who may 'con- 
vert Wool enough to make as much Cloth as may encreafe 
the Wealth of the Nation many Hundred Thouſand pounds 


per Aunum. 
Reaſon V. | 

Becauſe for want of ſuch Expedients, whereby Induſtry, 
and the Woollen Manufactory may be effectually promoted,. 
our Wooll is fallen from 412 4. to-6 d. per pound, by reaſon: 
that the number of the people at preſent employed therein, 
are not able to convert our Wooll half fo faſt as it grawsz 10 
that it ſcems very unreaſonable to prohibit the Exportation: - 
of unwrought. Wooll, whilſt the Expedients by which it may: 
be converted at Home are rejected; 132 F0 

| | Reaſon VI. ; | | 

Becauſe, that as our. Clothiers and. Merchants do-infallibly 
demonſtrate, that.the Exportation of unwrought Wool], hath: 
deltroyed our Forreign Markets for the Sale of our Cloth ; fo 
It 15 as calle to be demonſtrated, that had not ſuch quantities: 
of Engliſh and Iriſh Wooll been exported, as at preſent there 
15:1 abundance, it would have fallen from 12d. to 3 d.' per 
pound; becauſe as- the Stock of Wooll increaſes, the Price! 
muſt decreaſe. So that there is no:way to raiſe the Price of: 
Wooll, nor yet to keep it up where it is, but either the Na+-- 
tion will be brought to extreme Poverty, or made to encreaſe-. 


- 


mightily in Wealth and Power, . viz, either we muſt: Export: 


(6) 
our Wooll, asdaily(eſpecially within theſe laſt nine Months )we 
dotothoſe that deſtroy our Trade thereby, or bring all idle, 
poor people to Induſtry, to convert it at Home as faſt as it 
grows; by which means only, our Wooll will ſoon mount to 
12 d. yea, 18 d. per pound, which will alſo quickly remove 
the occaſion for the Exportation thereof. This being done, 
the Woollen Manufaftures of France, Flanders, &c. will fon 
be deſtroyed to that degree, as not to hinder the Sale of ours, 
iceing they cannot make Cloth without a Mixture of our 
Wool, but on very unequal Terms (as our Clothiers have 
attirmed before a Committee of the laſt Long Parliament.) 
Wherefore as the ready way to deſtroy the Wealth and Trade 
of our Nation, is to export our Wooll, and maintain our ma- 
ny thouſands of Poor in Idleneſs and Debauchery - $o the 
molt certain Expedient by which we may revive and regain 
the Woollen Manufa@ory, is to proſecute theſe Expedients 
that will bring all the people aforeſaid to Induſtry. By which 
we may raiſe the price of Wooll at Home,and afford our Cloth 
and Draperies cheaper than our Supplanters, in Markets A- 

broad; which is not to be done, but by the Expedients pro- 

ofed. 

, Obj. If it be objeRted, Fhat if our Wool ſhould be raiſed 

to 18 d. &c. per pound, then other Nations will under-ſell us 
with Cloth they make of French and Spaniſh Wooll. 

Anſw. To thisI anſwer, this cannot be, becauſe the Spaniſh 
Wooll is ſo ſhort and fine, and the Frezch ſo ſhort and courſe, 
that they will neither work together, nor yet apart, without 
a Mixture of ours, but upon very unequal Terms. The Truth 
of this is well known and affirmed by Perſons of good Judg- 
ment and Experience. 

Reaſon VII. 

That-without theſe Expedients for promoting Induſtry, all 
the Laws and Statutes now in being, can never raiſe the Price 
of our Wooll, nor keep it up at the price it now yields, nor 
yet. have it converted at Home, becaule all the Wooll of Erg- 
land and Ireland is (as it were) monopoliz'd into the Hands 


© ofthe Clothicrs by Act of Parliament, notwithſtanding they - 


; 
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(7) | 
cannot by their preſent courſe of Trade convert it half ſo faſt 
as it grows, Which being ſo, they may keep down the price 
at their pleaſure, (they having Power to hang, &*c. thoſe 
that Export it from them, if they could catch them) which 
intollerable grievance by the Expedients propoſed, would 
moſt happily be removed, to the great Satisfaftion of all that 
wiſh well to the Intereſt of Exgland. 

Reaſon VIIT. 

Becauſe, by theſe Expedients, many Hundreds of well- 
$kill'd,but poor decayed Clothiers, who have little or noStock 
of their own, may promote this ManufaGtory in every Coun- 
ty, where every one of them may as eaſily employ 200 Peo- 
ple in Work, in ſuch a Publick Houſe, as he could Ten elſe- 
where. 

Reaſon IX, 

Becauſe in ſuch Houſes a Multitude may be inſtructed in 
Art and Skill in ſhort time without Difficulty or Charge : 
For beginning upon the very courſeſt Wooll there can be no 
Lols, but rather Advantage, becauſe, as the courſeſt Cloth 
Is as ready Money as the fineſt, ſo the greater Quantity 1s 
made, the greater will be the Conſumption of our Wooll. 

But if it be doubted, That by reaton of our doubleencreaſe 
of Clothing, there will be want of Market for our Cloth. 
My Anſiver in ſhort, is, That if all the Wooll in Exrope were 
converted in England, there would no more Cloth be made 
than what was before: For what Wooll is not converted 
here, 1s converted elſewhere; therefore the Trade for our 
Draperies will be-as good as ever, and much better, ſeing by 
the Expedients and Methods propoſed, we may make and 
(ell our Cloth cheaper than our Supplanters. That we may 
under-{cll them is plain, becauſe: we have greater Advanta- 
ges than any of them; we having Fullar's Earth, they have 
none: Our Wooll is the kindeſt inthe World to be convert- 
ed without mixture of other; but they cannot convert theirs 
without ſome mixture of ours, unleſs upon coſtly and uncqual = 
Terms,/tor the Reaſon before-mentioned. : Therefore as by 4 


Y L YLICY C1. | Fr tar 


with their:vaſt Expence to'maintain their Land aga! 
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vie may under-ſell them, and encreaſe and double our Markets 
proportionably. $45 L 

_ Asfor the Charge, tis no more; thanas ifevery Pariſh were ob- 
Iiged to that which Law and Reaſon already requires, iz. To 
provide Habitations and Employments for their chargeable 
Poor;only with this difference,that in theſe Houſes,far greater 
Numbers will be "employed, and to 'far greater Advantage 
when under ſuch Government as will teach them Skill and Art, 
adminiftring  Councel, Encpuragement' and Correfion. So 
that twice the Work will be done, and leſs time ſpent idly, 
than where they are apart. 

Reafon X. 

- Becauſe without theſe Expedients, the Wealth and Strength 
of the Nation will unavoidably be invaded and deſtroyed at 
the pleafure of thoſe that are our Supplanters, becauſe the 
Woollen ManufaRory is the grand Support of our Trade of 
Merchandize: For 'tis affirmed-by ſome of very good Know- 
ledge and Judgment, that if all the Manufactures of England 
that are exported, were divided into Thirteen Parts, the 
Woollen ManufaGures would make Ten of the Thirteen. So 
that if the Expedients which may promote and uphold the 
Woollen ManufaQtory be rejefted, and our Supplanters 1n- 
creaſe ini Trade, as of late years they very much have done, 
then of neceſſity,our flouriſhing Trade of Merchandize,which 
alone encreaſed our Wealth and Treaſure muſt be deſtroyed, 
together with'our Seamen and Navies of Ships, to the Hazard 
and Ruine of the Nation. | 

But were it ſo, that we were upon equal Terms with the 

Dutch in reſpe& of Induſtry, it is calle to be demonſtrated, 
that Exgland would excell all:Nations in the World in that 
Trade, which is the only Mother-and Nurſe to bring forth, 
and encreaſe Riches, Seamen; and Navies of Ships, &*c. as ap< 
pears, if we conſider, that the United Netherlands, notwith- 
ſtanding their Proviſions for Bread, Beer, Fleſh, Clothing, 
Timber, Iron, Materials 'for' Manufa&tures, &*c. porter 
nit tne 
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i Beeaule, as by theſe Expedients Induſtry, Trade, Treaſure, 
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ten times more- than the Natural Produtt of their Land is 
worth; yet we know, that for Trade, Fulnefs of People, Mo 
neys, Treaſure, Seamen and'Shjpping, they are more famous 
than any Nation in Europe: But now put Caſe their Induſtry 
were as little as ours, and that they alſo were to breed up 
and maintain their Poor for Begging, &c. as we do in 'Erg- 
land, might we not then-infallibly conclude, That withinone 
Age, nay in twenty years they would be the pooreſt, miſera- 
ble, and moſt deſpicable people in all the world. Wherefore 
we having all forts of proviſions forFood and Rayment,, as 1t 
were for nothing, ſeveral hundred thouſand of people'to be 
employed, and Materials enough of our own likewiſe for tto- 
thing, to make the richeſt ManufaQures. Out Induſtry, were 
it but proportionable to that of the Dutch, muſt needs en- 
creaſe our Wealth three times more and faſter than theirs. So 
that moſt plain it is, that [-diyſtry, not Money, is the Life of 
that Trade which encreafeth both Money, Treaſure, Seamen, 
and Shipping- TOE HF; =p 
Furthermore, as theſe Houfes are the Mother of Induſtry, 
fo 'tis moſt certain, That for want of the ſame Expedients, in 
every rool. worth of Woolt exported unwrought, there is 
10001, loſles to the Nation, ' our  Wooll being at 64.or 84. 
per pound, as now it is; .of which; if any be not ger ens 
may thus demonſtrate it to themfelves: A yard of Fine Broad- 
Cloth of 16 s. or 185; price will not exceed a pound in weight 
and the like for fine Worſted: Stockins of 65. price will not 
weigh fix ounces. So that put Cafe two pounds of Wooll 
ſhould-be allowed for one pound, yet ſtill every Shilling -in 
Wooll wilt amount to more tharr to s. in Cloth and Stockins, 
which is what was to be demonſtrated. Thus all this which 
might ſo have been got by Workmanſhip, &c. being tentimes 
the value of the Wooll is clearly loſt to the Nation,  whileſt 
thoſe that might do it-are maintain'd for Begging, 8c. © * 
Reaſon X I, | | 


n-and Navies will encreaſe. ſo-the intolerable « 


(10) 
Þred up to ſuch Habit of Induſtry, as to learn whilſt they 
are young, to gain their Living while they come old , ſo that 
it will-be very tare to find any chargable, but ſuch as are meer 
objets of- Charity, iz. thole .that by Infancy, Old Age, or 
Sickneſs are uncapable of all kind of Imployment, neither of 
which continue long. | 
Reaſon XII. 


Becauſe, (as T have again and again demonſtrated by ſeve- 
ral Printed ſheets).by the Expedients propoſed, the Wealth of 
our Nation may increaſe 3o or 40 hundred thouſand pounds 
per Annum, the greatneſs of which makes many raſh perſons 
contemn all that I have propoſed as a thing impoſſible. Ne- 
vertheleſs upon diligent and repeated Inquiries and delibe- 
rate Conſideration, I dare affirm, with all Confidence, That it 
will amount to much more. 

I. Becauſe the Returns of our Woollen Draperies that are 
now Exported do,amount to more than Ten' Millions 
per Annum:, as is atteſted by ſuch as are well skilled and 

. - experienced in this.matter. | 

2. Wherefore there being as much more Ergliſh and Iriſh 
Wooll to be converted, as is now converted by the 
preſent Courſe of Trade (as moſt certainly there is.) 

\ Then if all the people aforeſaid (being double the num- 
ber of thoſe that are now Imployed; therein ) were 
brought to Induſtry, as by theſe Expedients they cer- 

._... rainly and ſpeedily might, it as certainly follows, That. 
-. a double quantity of Woollen Draperies. would. be made. 
'-2, And conlidering there's none of theſe Draperies to; be 
dedufted out of ſuch our additional Trade to be conſt- 
med at home, or to be carried to the diſmal low Mar- 

_ -kets in Golgotha, from whence there are no Returns : but 
| 4. + the whole of what is raiſed by this our New Trade, js 
_ to be Exported to ſuch Markets as,will affoxd god and: 

quick Returns. , | | 

_ 4+ It will therefore, from all this infallibly likewiſe follow, 


- That if the old, viz. The preſent Trade of Clo ing af. 4 


Eay | 
ſaid doth now bring in more than Ter Millions per An- 
2 112 3 then muſt the New, out of which there 1s no de- 
| falcations bring in much more. 
Which at leaſt amounts to as much as what was to be 
demonſtrated. 

But put Caſe we have not Wooll enough to imploy all the 
people aforeſaid, yet the Expedients ſtill remain unſhaken, 
becauſe we may imploy them in making of Linnen wita great 
Advantage; For as the firſt will bring Treaſure into the Na- 
tion ;, ſo the other will preſerve it from going out, (and then 
whether our Dead be buried in Woollen or Linnen it mat- 
ters not.) So that the Caſe is plain we have Wooll enough, 
Hemp and Flax enough, Fullers-Earth enough, and Poor Peo- 
ple enow, to make Draperies enough to make our Nation to 
excell all Kingdoms in the World im Wealth and Power, 
Strength and Safety: And as certainly may the ſame be ac- 
complitht, to the Honour of Almighty God, and happy Re» 
5 formation of many Thouſands, who are bred up in Idlenefs, 
p _ live in all manner of Debauchery, and dye moſt mife- 
7 rably. F 
Nor may any Member that wiſhes well to the Intereſt of 

Ezgland oppoſe it: For as for the Landlord,he aboveall men, 
ought to promote it, becauſe the Charge properly belongs to 
the Tenant or Poſſeflor, who is accuſtomed to contribute to 
the Relief and Maintenance of the Poor. Nor, Secondly, may 
the Tenant or Poſſeſſor complain, becauſe they will not on- 
ly be much eaſed in ſuch their Charge, but vaſtly advantaged 
by quick and good Markets, for Wooll, Corn and Cittel, 
when ſo many thouſands are imployed more than now. are, 
and earn, and pay for all that they eat, drink and wear. Nay, 
what they now ſuffer by Houſ-rents, Hedg-breaking, Pilfer- 

Ing, and unneceſſary Contributions to Beggars, &*c.' amounts 

to near as much as will pay for the Building of theſe Houſes: 

For, put caſe there be 200000 Beggars and'idle,' chargeable _ 

People. in the Nation, and what they. eat, drink and weary 

- amount but to 51. per Anu a piece, this amounts to: one 
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Becauſe the Charge of ſuch Houſes of Induſtry, by which 
the Wealth of the Nation may encreaſe fo many Millions per 
Annium, &*c, conſidered as a National Charge, 1s no Charge 
at all to the Nation, becauſe the Money that muſt pay for 
. doing of it, never goes out of the Nation, but like the Blood 
1 its Circulation, remains within the Body for the Comfort 
and Benefit of every Limb and Member. Nor hath any per- 
{on reaſon to think, that his juſt ſhare of Contribution-mo- 
ney might be better beſtow'd, ſeeing that by this Expedienr, 
his Poſterity to all Generations ſhall be ſecured from Begga- 
ry, lo asnever tobe deſtitute of a Lawful Imployment, Food, 
Raiment and Habitation. 

Reaſon XIV. 

Becauſe, by thcfe Expedients, His Majeſties Revenue, by 
the encreaſe of Cuſtomes, Poundage and Tollage, cannot a- 
mount to leſs than 1000co |. per Anmm, becauſe anſwerable 
to the encreaſe of Trade, fo the encreafe of Cuſtomes will be 
near proporitionable: Wherefore 1t concerns His Majeſty as 
much as the Nation, to encourage the Expedients that will 
'haſten it. 

The greateſt Objections raiſed againſt this Expedient, pro- 
ceed. from two forts of men, the one againſt it, the other 
for it. 

. x. Obj. As for the Firſt, all that they alledge centres1n this, 
namely, That the Expedient is impracticable, becauſe people 
are generally fo baſe, deceitful and diſhoneſt, that one may 
not ttuſt avother; and (ſay ſome) Let the Poor beg, ftarve,, 
ſteal, and be harg'd and damn'd 3 it's beft for me and mine 
to keepour Money whilſt we have it. 

. Axſw. To this I ſhall only fay, That there is no reaſon to 
account that impraQticable, which we daily ſee done before 
our Eyes by our next next Neighbours, and to fay the Eng- 
kifs/ are lebs truſty, is too groſs an Afﬀront to be put upon-our 
|. Country: However, I have offered ſuch a Method for ereQing 
__ and Manageing theſe Houſes, that it ſhall be the Intereſt, as 


| (13) | | 
and effeQually to promote thegood Ends thereby deſign'dzand 
as for the latter part of the ObjeQion, 'tis ſuch a Miſery, Un- 
charitable and Atheiſtical Folly, as deſerves no further Re- |} 

ard. 

, 2. Obj. The moſtimportant ObjeCion is of thelatter, which 
calls loud for Anſwer : We approve (ſay they) of the thing, 
but *tis next to impoſlible, that this Honourable Houſe ſhould 
take Cognizance thereof befere they have eſtabliſht and ſe- 
cured that Religion which God hath appointed for his own 
Worſhip and Service, without which, all hope of obtaining 
his Mercies and Bleſlings for the Wealth and Proſperity of the 
Kingdom 1s 1n vain. 

Anſw. To this I anſwer, Firſt, As to Religion and Worſhip, 
that 1s already eſtabliſht by Law, e*c. — 4 
but how to ſecure this Religion, toge- E995 22,23, 24 bps 
ther with the Peace and Safety of the Tai. bog es ——— 
King and Kingdom, depends only up- Mark 10. 21, 22, 25, Luke 
on the Nations Submiſlton unto, and any dyct {Ar 
Concurrence with the Will and good 5, 28, 29. | 
Pleaſure of God in other Caſes, to wit, | 
the good of the Poor, &c. without which, oar Religion and 
Worſhip, although it be the ſame which himſclf hath appoint- 
ed, is altogether unacceptable, as is moſt fully declared by all 
the Prophets, and confirm'd by our Saviour's own words, . 

We know, that God always had a Nation, Church, and 
People in all Ages, (although in every Age ſubje& to Error 
in an high degree) ſo alſo there was a Babylon, &c as aRod 
in the Hand of God, to corred them. for their wilful Failings 
and Offences.  Litteral-Babylon in the time of the Law, and 
Myſtery-Babylon in the time of the Goſpel. The Fir(t, to cor-. 
rect his People, Kinys and Princes of Iſrael: And the Laſt, to: 
correct his own Chriſtian Kings, Princes a Capiches pogles: 
the Goſpel. This we know 1s true, if we believe the PrS-r 
phets, Chriſt, andthe Apoſtles, and modern, Writings. » And 
as true it is alſo, that the Rod is now in an high manner lift-r-- 

<> up; againſt, the whole Land, the King, and the Chygche. 


Q . «4 
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(14). : 
appointed; fo that Mifery, Deſolation, Death, and unmerci- 
ful Cruclties, do (as it were) ſtare in our Faces, and nothing 
remains for our Comfort but this, namely, That this Reveng- 
ful and Bloody Rod, is in the Hands of a Gracious and Mer- 
ciftul God, who will aſſuredly throw it into the Fire before it 
ever hutt us, if the Crying Sins by which his moſt Holy Ma- 
jelty 1s molt highly provoked and diſpleaſed, be put away, 
whereof this ever was, and now at this time, is one of the 
molt intollerable and provoking Evils, namely, The lamen- 
table Condition of thoſe many Thouſands of Poor People, 
Widdows, and Fatheileſs Children, the many Thouſandsthat 
have been, and are bred up in Ignorance, Idlenefs, and all 
manner of Debaucheries, unſerviceable to the Nation, unfit 
|| for Church-members, and that live and die moſt miſerably, 
| And for this very thing which the Molt High could never en- 
| dure, God was offended, and his Wrath kindled againſt his 
own People, their Kings, and Nation, to that Degree, that 
he abhorr'd their moſt Solemn Services and Worſhip which 
himſelf had commanded. Yea, when by Faſting, Praying, &c. 
they cried unto him, he would not hear, nor regard; it was | 
Iniquity, even their Solemn Meeting, until this intollerable 
thing was effectually reform'd. | 


| Which is an infallible Demonſtration, that God hath a grea- 
| ter Regard to the Poor, &c. than he had to the External Re- 
ligion and Worſhip which himſelf commanded - And for this 
| infufferable Crime, he delivered his People into the Hands of 
|| the King of Babylon, who worſhipped Images, ec. Now that 
" the Sum of this is true, Moſes and all the Prophets do teſti- 
| fie. And that the ſame Love and Care for the one, and his 
' Indignation againſt the other, remains and continues to this 
| day, is alſo as certain. Witneſs our Saviour's Parable of the 
| Rich Man and the Beggarz when the Rich Man, for being 
|| regardleſs of the Beggar's Condition, lift up his Eyes in the. 
' Flames of Hell, and finding it impoſſible to obtain Eaſe or. 
| Relief, made earneſt Requelt in the behalf of his Brethren, 
| That a Meſſenger might be ſent to teſtifie the Verity of. the. 
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from-Heaven was (Np, let them: alone) they have Moſes and 
the Prophets, viz. their Sayings and - Writings) if they will 
not hear them, neither will they be perſwaded if one aroſe 
from the Dead. Which doth plainly ſhew, that the Will 
and Mind of God, delivered by Moſes and the Prophets in 
| this matter, ſtill remains ſo unchangeable; that if a man ſhould 
*. Kkeepall the Commandements of God beſides, and offend in 
; this matter, it will profit him nothing: As is poſitively de- 
clared by Chriſt, when upon this very occafion, he turned 
himſelf from the hopeful Rich Man, whom he loved,and ſaid, 
How hard is it for a Rich Man to enter into the Kingdom of 
God: It is eaſier for a Camel to go through the Eye of a Needle, 
than for a Rich man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

So that for a Nation or Perſon to have more Love or Re- 
gard to Worldly Wealth,than to the low and defpicable Poor, 
though Beggars, or to defer the relieving them, appears to be 
one of the higheſt provoking Sins for which God will be a- 
veng'd; and to ſum up the whole, it amounts to- this, that 
although we worthip no falſe God, nor bow to any Image, 
| but do worſhip, the true God, according. to his Appoint- 
ments, do Faſt, pray, and humble our ſelves before him,and 
keep all the reſt of his Commandments from our Youth up ; 
yetif we judge not the Cauſe of the Fatherleſs, and theRight 
of the Needy, ſhall not I viſit for thefe things, ſaith God 2 

aall not my Soul be aveng'd upon ſuch a Nation as this?---- 
God Almighty grant that this may never be ſaid of England. 
And to prevent the dreadful Stroke of Babylon. 
May it pleaſe this Honourable Houſe, 

Fo Conſider, That. as National Sins. and Provocations in- 
cur the Difpleaſure of Heavenyſo likewiſe to reflet how much: 
this preſent Parliament may concilliate to themſelves and this: 
poor Nation, the Favour and Blefling of the Almighty; and 
alſo how gloriouſly the Renown ſhall to all Poſterity be Re- 
corded; when by one At more than an Hundred Thouſand _ 
{hall be converted, as it were at once, in your day,-to their ,..._ 
own, and the whole Nations pre > LL couaald 


(16) : 
Polterity (yea, every individual in the' Kingdom) in all A- 
ges may call you Bleſſed. FN OE, 
Wherefore if this Honourable Houſe do believe, that what 
I have with all Humility and Zeal to the Publick, offered to 
your Grave and Pious Conſideration, be well pleafing to 


Houſe (as it is by the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, who 
hath been Graciouſly pleas'd to declare, that he would be 
ready -1n his Station, to encourage it all he could) then my 
humble Perition to this Honourable Houle, is, 


' That I may obtain leave to bring in a Bill, which I have pre- 
pared, containing ſuch Clauſes, Rules and Methods as may 
(with ſuch CorreGions and Amendments, as this Honourable 
Houſe ſhall think meet ) in ſhort time compaſs the Deſign in 
ſuch manner, that all Cheats and Frands may be ſo far pre- 
vented, that the Contributers cannot be injured unleſs they 
themſelves will willfully be regardleſs of their own _ 

..- Fogether with ſuch Rules and Methods for proſecuting the De- 
ſign, as may for ever ſecure it from failing or ceaſing after it 


3s begun, 


-FINIS 


God, and accordingly be approved of by this Honourable: 


METHOD 


GOVERNMENT 


FOR SUCH 


| Publick Working 


ALMS-HOUSES 


As may be Erected in every County for 
bringing all idle hands to Induſtry. 


AS 


The beſt known Expedient for reſtoring aind ad- 
vancing the Woollen Manufacture. 
HUMBLY 


Offered to the KINGS moſt Excellent MAJESTY and 
both "—_— of PAR LIE IE TS 


A . 
” __—_— x 4. 


B YT Hanes 


With Allowance. 


(2) 


eA Method of Government for Publick 
Working Alms-houſes, &c. 


H E Scope or End aimed at, and promiſed by my 

former Propoſals, is, That all the Wool of Exg/ana, 

and what Scotland and 1rel/and have to ſpare, may 

: be Manufactured in Ezg/aza, as faſt as it grows and 

ariſes,on ſuch. Terms as that all theCloth we have to ſpare,being 
exported, may find quick Markets as faft-as *tis made. 

The Expedients or means to Effet All this , are, 

Firſt in General, To bring all poor. People and idle hands 
to Induſtry.. | 
Secondly, in particular, as the only effetual Way or Me- 
thod, to do this to the beſt advantage it is propoſed, 
That twoor three,or more, Publick Work-houſes be Ere- 
. ed ix every County, where all ſuch poor people and idle 
hazas may under good Government: be conf} antly employed 
'in that Manufatture, | 

Which having been peruſed and conſidered; by ſeveral Pub- 
lick Spirited. Perſons, known Promoters of the Nations 
wealth and ſafety,. they have generally very much approved 
and encouraged the. ſaid Expedient, as moſt cerrain, feaſible, 
andeffetual to- accompliſh the great: and good ends aforeſaid ; 
If I could but propoſe ſuch a Method of Government in theſe þ 
Work-houſes. as. the Nation: may be ſecured: of theſe four | 
things, viz. The Country from being cheated of their Mo- |} 
ney raiſed forereQing: and furniſhing ſuch Houſes ; the Poor ! 
from being abuſed';. unfir Perſons kept from being Officers. | 
and bearing Rule in them , and Juſtice from being wreſted lo 
as not to redreſs Grievances and puniſh Offenders. 

Wherefore (with all ſubmiſſion to better Judgments) Ihum- 
bly offer ſuch a Merhod of Government, as faras-concerns the 
preſervation of the Stock.raiſed; and preyention of Erauds and: 
Corruptions in Officers, as will, conceive, remoye all Appre- 


iibenfions of any-the before mentioned miſchiefs, that ſo all ju-. 


3 

Since all Pariſhes are to contribute to this Work, and every 
Pariſhoner is concerned in the Charge, and may reap Benefit by 
it, if honeſtly managed, Therefore, becauſe it cannot be ima- 
oined that any people will cheat or injure themſelves, let each 
perſon in every Pariſh be concerned in or about the Govern- 
ment or Inſpection thereof, as follows, 

1, That it be Enacted, that all contributing Pariſhioners, or 


dicezbut to perform all that lies in his power for theſafet 


the greateſt part of them, meet Quarterly in their own 
Pariſh, and elect one, or more, as their Overſeer or Dele- 


gates for this Inſpe&ion ; And ſo every Pariſh to chuſe and 


{end their Overſeers every Quarter of the Year to inſpect 
the State of that houſe to which they belong. Each Pariſh 
neglecting to chule,to forfeit 5/. to the Treaſury of the ſaid 
Hoſpital. Each Overſeer to be allowed 25. 64,a-day by his 
Pariſh for the time he is out on this Aﬀair on Horſeback ; 
and xs. 64, being out on Foot, provided that none conti- | 
nue out above 6 or 7 days at one time. Ort this ſeem too 
burdenſome, two, or three, or more, ſmall Pariſhes may 
joyn to this purpole as one. 


. That theſe Overſeers, being Aſſembled, may have full 


Power to elect Governours, preſcribe Rules and Orders, 
chuſe Truſtees, appoint Officers, enquire intothe Welfare 
of their reſpetive Poor there, hear and redreſs their 
Grievances, ſee that they be not abuſed or diſcouraged, 
reform all diſorders, call each Officer or Truſtee to 
an account, turn them-out, and ele& new ones as often as 
they think-neceſfary, ec, To which purpoſe they may ſub. 


. divide themſelves into ſeveral Companies, and diſpatch 


much buſineſs in little time. 


- That all men in this Aſſembly may be of equal Authority, 


and no one perſon over-rule the reft, who ſhall likewiſe 
before they are admitted, oblige themſelves by Oath, or 
folemn Promife made before- a Magiſtrate, to do thoſe 
things that are juſt and honeſt, to ſuffer no wrongs or inju- 
ries to paſs uncorrected, todonothing for favour or preju- 


andipublick: good of the Stock and Houſe, and to give 
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- U4) | 
ted tohave any Office there, but that for the encourage- 
ment of ſuch as are ſent to the Houle to earn their Living, 
all inferior Offices or Places of Preferment may be con- 
ferred on ſuch of the Houſe as moſt deſerve it, if capable. 


5. That if it be known any Perſon or Perſons, directly or in- 


directly, hath given or taken any Bribe or Fee, or offer- 
ed {oto do, in order to obtain or confer any Office or 
Truſt, or do improve his Intereft to promote or continue 
any diſhoneſt ſcandalous perſon in Office, then every ſuch 
Perſon ſhall thenceforth for ever be incapable of having 
or holding any Office in the ſaid Work-houles, or giving 
his Voice concerning the ſame in any meeting of the Pa- 
riſh or Overſeers. 


6. That the Aſſembly of Overſeers, with the Aſſiſtance of a 


Magiſtrate, have power to injoyn all Officers and Tru- 
ſtees of the houſe, either by Oath or ſolemn Promiſe, 
that they ſhall a&t according to ſuch Rules and Orders as 
ſhall be agreed on in the {aid Aſſembly , that they ſhall 
not conceal any ill Practiſes in any but diſcover them to 
the next Quarterly Aflembly : That they ſhall every 
Quarter give a fair and juſtAccount to thatAſlembly of all 
Moneys by them received or disburſed z what Goods they 
buy or ſell, and the quantity and prizes, and what Goods 
or Money they have in their Cuſtody , And that any one 
breaking ſuch their Oath or ſolemn Promiſe ſhall be pu- 
niſht as 1n the Caſe of Perjury ; and beſides, the Offender 
to make ſatisfaQtion, for what he hath detained,imbeziled, 
or defrauded, to the houſe, or thoſe that intruſted him. 


7. That the Overſeers neglecting at the time appointed to 


uſe their utmoſt endeavour to take a true and juft account 
of all perſons intruſted, or failing to deliver a true account 


| thereof to their reſpeQive Pariſhes ſhall forfeit five pound , 


a-piece, to be paid to the Treaſury of the Hoſpita), 


B. That for the building and firſt ſtocking ſuch Work-hou- 


ſes, every Pariſh, or Pariſhes united, ſhall (till the ſame 
are fniſht and Government ſettled) ſend their Qverſeers 


a. every Fortnight, or Month, who ſhall carry the ;proporti- 


25h, 


= 
rying on the work, ſhall be choſen by ſuch Overſeers, and 
be accountable to them till the houſe be finiſht and fettled. 
9. Thar if any difference ariſe between the Overſeers of the 
Pariſhes, and the Truſtees of the Houſe, it ſhall be refer- 
ed to a meeting of the reſpective Pariſhes, concern'd in 
ſuch Workhouſe , And in caſe the like difference ariſe 
between the Pariſhioners and their Overſeers, the ſame - 
be referr'd to the next quarter Sefſions, or it it require 
ſpeed, then to two Juſtices, one to be choſen by the Pa- 
riſh, the other by the Overſeers ; Provided none ſhall have 
power to hinder the Pariſh or Pariſhes from chuſing ſuch 
Overſeers as they ſhall think moſt fit to be truſted ; or turn- 
ing out ſuch as they find diſhoneſt. : 
10, That every Pariſh, and Pariſhes united,do bring a fair ac- 
count of what Moneys are Collected for the prelent:year, 
and how diſpoſed of, what remains in hand, and- what 
poor they relieve at home, and in the Hoſpital,to theJuſti- 
ces at their Eafter ſitting, after the manher now practiſed, 
11. That thePariſhes united ſhall be equally Taxtat a pound- 
rate for the relief of their poor,and that their Taxes and ac- 
counts be confirm'd by the Juſtices, and that the Juſtices 
may 1njoin the Pariſhes to contribute what is fir, when 0- 
_ therwile they refuſe, and that any poor Inhabitant when 
abuſed, and cannot be Redreſs'd,may make his caſe known 
to the Juſtice, when the Governors or Overſeers ſhall re- 
fuſe to do their Office. 1: | 
This Method of Goverament or Inſpection I humbly offer as 
molt {afe, becauſe from head to foot the Intereſt of neMember 
hath its dependance on the other. | 
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| Heferal; or tthe>like Foundation, may afford a good Prefident 


| (6) 
-ons, they cannot hope to conceal their miſdemeanors, and 
then:muſt be ſeverely corretted, and-pay dearly for it. 
Thus much for the Form'of Government, as to the Go- 


If! -vernors ; I ſhall now add a few words concerning the Perſons to 
If] -be Governed, The rather for that our deſign is abuſively Repre- 
If] ſented, as if we intended theſe houles to be places of Slavery, 
I! .and to keep people per force there all their Lives, whereas we 
y propoſe only this. 


I, That the Children of all poor people, who are Chargea- 
ble to the. Pariſh, be without abuſe imployed in theſe 
Houſes at ſix years old and upwards, and all Impotent peo- 
ple who are capable ofimployment, and do not Earn their 
livings at home, having no Children under the Age of ſix 
years to be maintained, 

2, That the Men-children brought up in theſe Houſes have 
their Liberty to go to Trades, or Husbandry, when they 
--come to the age of 18. years. - And the Maiden-Children 
\hberty at the ſame age to learn Houſewifry, 

3+ That all Beggars, Vagrants ec. who have no habitaei- 
on, nor will earn their Livings in any lawful Imployment. 
be placed there. 


-4 Thatall dangerous perſons,Criminals,cc.Whom the law 


condemns tobe hang'd,e+c. (Except in the Caſe of Mur- 
.itherand Treaſon) eſpecially-ſuch-as are guilty of Perjury 
& Forgery, may be confined to theſe Houſes during Life,or 
for a certain Term of years,to ſerve the aajwge ane , able 

- by-their Labour to maintain as many more as themlelves, 
51; Thatall Debtors in prif6n; not able to pay their Debts, or 
maintain themſelves (whereof many hundreds - there are 
ready to ſtarve) may remove themſelves to this Hoſpital, 
wherethey may live Comfortably and'be Inſtruments for 


\publichkigood:- 


| ThewWate theiperſonsthat may compoſe & fill up theſe Hou- 
ſes. *F9ior the” Officers way of 'providing'their Diet, Cloaths, 
|| and other circutnftances;we need not here particularize, Chriſt s 


TSANG 


(7) h | ER | 
like, which to prevent the moſt happy Reformation and Weal” 
of our Nation, remains a Gazing-ſtock to diſcourage all pub- 
lick Spirits, as the Devil and ſelt-intereſted people would have 


: it, The ſame ought to be no plea or obſtruction to what we | 
4 propole. For, | 
F 1. That which rendred that and other Houſes unſucceſsful, | 


was the ill-government thereof, but ſuch regular method 
of Government as we have offered, at leaſt with fome a- 
mendinents, will prevent all fuch inconveniencies. 

2. As for that Hovle, 'tis nothing ſtrange that it did miſcar- 
ry, rather it would have been itrange if it had not , ſince | 
the perſons governing ſuch Houſes ought to be inferior to 
thoſe by whom they are intruſted,that the latter may ſpee- 
dily bring them to account, and if they find any one dil- 
honeſt, corre& and turn him out of doors ; whereas the 
Governors of Clerkenwell-houſe were great men, and au- 
thorized to raiſe money at pleaſure, not to be corrected, 
but by A& of Parliament, gc. So that their quality, and: 
buſineſ(s,or want of honeſty, hindred them from uſing that 
in{pectionover inferior Officers as was neceſlary,and when: 
money came into their hands,and was diverted who could; 
force them to an account ? | 

3. If this be a precedent of z{-fuccefi, and only for the reaſon; 

aforeſaid,we can ſhew you many precedents inHolland,etc. 
of ſuch Work-houles erected & managed with good-ſucce ff, 
nay there is ſcarce any thing contributes more tothe wealth 
and ſtrength of that Nation, than their prudence and in+ 
duſtry in this-reſpect ; but there they are managed not by 
Grandees, as Clerkexwell was to be, but by honeſt labo- 
rious men, who.if they fail in their duty are forthwith ſe- 
verely correted. A perſon mtruſted ia a Spin-houſe in 
Amſterdam, was publickly whipt and turn'd out of doors 
for being partial, viz. becauſe by his connivance a young: 
woman,who was ſent thicher to work for her living,made' 
her eſcape.. Another Officer was whipt and committed' 
to the Raſp-houle, for diminiſhing what was allowed for 
the comfortable maintenance of the Poor. At Zeidendflaw 
atcllow mot ſeverely whipt upon a Scaffold, eres 


Ee 5 WS TIN "%.-4 . X —_ 
K Re beam; PENA 2 
LO nn ad ' 


4 - 


thouſands, and after Rs. 2.9 to- the Raſp-houls, for 


that -he under -pretence-of being zealous to-ſerve the 


States, inricht himſelf by abuſing and oppreſſingthe Poor, 


-*Twas for want of ſuch ſtrict Govesnment C/arkenwell, 


&c.came to naught, 


4+ It becauſe that Houſe, meerly for want of right method, 


and perlons of fit qualifications to governmit, - miſcarried, 
therctore no ſuch Houſes muſt be made uſe of ; may not 
our Merchants as well conclude, that becaule ſome Ships, 
for want of an honeſt fit Maſter or skilful Pilot, have 
been caſt away ; - therefore tho there be men enough 
whoſe qualifications and integrity are ſufficient, yet they 
will never venture to ſend forth any more Ships, If you 
ſay the caſe is different, for tho the Houſes have failed, yet 
we know moſt of our Ships return ſafe, then T may return 


you the ſame anſwer, In. Hand none of theſe Houſes 
- fail, therefore if we take right method of government, our 
Houſes will not fail ſo often as our Ships, and will become 


as profitable to the Kingdom, for if the Houſes proſper, to 
be ſure our Shipping will increaſe, therefore whoever 1s 
an enemy to theſe Houſes, is'as great an enemy-to the en- 
creaſe of our Ships and Seamen, and conſequently an.ene- 


-. © my tothe true, Wealth, Safery and Intereſt of the Engliſh 


Nation. 
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